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Chapter single law;  there is "not a single Commonwealth
__1   nationality at all, or even a dual nationality. The Irish
Free State national will be that and nothing else so far
as his nationality is concerned. His own nationality
law will rule him, and his own State, through its
representatives abroad, will protect him. The treaty
benefits of oui treaties with other countries will accrue
to Mm by virtue of his Irish nationality. And the
recognition of his Irish nationality will be Common-
wealth-wide and world-wide." In accordance with this
doctrine, in the issue of passports to its citizens the
Irish Free State is careful to avoid describing them as
British subjects, with the result that up to 1930 British
consuls abroad were not in a position to take measures
in their interests; the form later adopted describes the
bearer as "a citizen of the Irish Free State and of
the British Commonwealth of Nations", and British
consuls can recognise this as a sufficient authority for
action.
The essential fact, evidently, is that the Dominions
and the United Kingdom have definitely agreed to
maintain a common status, so that there will be more
than a mere formal union such as might exist between
two countries, both of which had the same sovereign,
but neither of which recognised that the subjects of the
King in the one shared a common status with the sub-
jects of the King in the other.
(3) A further element of unity lies in the deliberate
retention by the Imperial Parliament of its absolute
sovereignty, attested in the enactment of the Statute
of Westminster which no Dominion can alter, and in
the declaration by Section 4 of its continued right to
legislate for any Dominion with its consent, This con-